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IN MEMORY OF THE BLUZEVER REBBE ZT"L
By: Moshe Usher Reinitz

At the Motzoei Shabbos session of the 1last convention of Aguda:
Yisroel, Rabbi Sherer began, "In my office, as well as in my home, theri
are pictures of the Ziknei (elders) Moetzis Gedolei Hatorah. One by one
had to watch a=s one "Shlita’ turned into a *‘Zatzal’. rir=lL Reb Yazko
Kamcnetsky, then Reb Mcshe Feinstein, then Reb Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman. |
few weeks ago another *Shlita’ turned into a ‘Zatzal’.

He was referring to the Bluzever Rebbe. He continued remembering hoi
over forty years ago, a man walked up the rickety steps of 616 Bedford Ave.
The man told Reb Elimelech (Mike) Tress that a Rebbe had s=urvived the
Concentration Camps. It was the beginning of the Rebbe’s involvement ir
Agudas Yisroel of Nmerica.

The Rebbe came from a presligious family. He was S5th generation fron
the 'Bnei Yiscoscher’,one of the Chassidiec giants. His father anc
grandfather were great giants in Poland. The Rebbe was born in ancther
world. World War I was then years off. He saw a world of Chassidus that we
only hear stories about.

‘le was Zocheh to atlend Lhe first Knessiah Gedolah of figudas Yisroel,
and remembered the introduction of {he Daf Hayomi. He met the Chofetz Chain
who told him "The Kol Bo writes that many shuls were destroyed. Why"
Because pecple talk by Davening." From thal time on he became very careful
in his shul not to have talking by Davening.

Then came the horrible onslaught of the Nazis. His wife, daugther,
son-in-law, and only grandchild were killed. At aje fifly - two the Rebbe
was forced Lo work according to the slave labor lawes of the G.S. One time
the Rebbe’s beard was removed from his face. It was burnt off with a 1it
candle. As his face fell the pain of the fire, he refused to beg for mercy
or even to lower his head in cshame. The Nazi slapped him and said, "Schweir
(pig)! doesn’i il hurt? Why don’tL you scream?” Bul Lhe Rebbe refused tc
budge. He taught the Mazis that a Yid 1= a human being and from a holy
nalion. No! He wouldn’t beg from an animal. Only Hashem could keep the
Rebbie alive. After five years under the Germans he came to America to =tart
hi< life anew. The memories of those vyears never left him. On Purim, the
most  Joyful day, when we read the Megilla he broke down erying. e
rememberad Megilla ‘laining’ in the Concentration Camps . He couldn’t finish
the "laining’. Never again did the Rebbe ‘lain’ the Megilla.

You boys. can gain inspiration reading about the Mesira= Nefech of the
Yiden during the war that the Rebbe told over; how Lthe Rebbe <caw a woman
give her  <on a Bris Milah in front of a Nazi officer; how a Capo gave his
1ife < Yiden shouldn’t cal on Yom Kippur; how Lhey gave a few kosher
Matze Lhat they had Lo <ome children to be "Mechanech”™ Lhem in Lhe Laste
of the "Geulah™; how he led Lhe Seder and Lhe Mah NMizhlanah in the CAMPS .

Fifteon yeare ago a meeling wae held by the Ziknei Moelsie Gedolei
Hatorah aboul what could be done Lo remember, and corteclly memor ialize Lhe
Kedoskim Lthal died in the late<t Churban in Europe. They decided Lhat as
Lhe "<iyum’ of Dafl Hayomi wasw approaching, Lhey would dodicale il for Lhem.
Tie 1975 Ngadas Yicaoel  cponsored, in Manhaltan Jewich Tenter, Lhe Siyum
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Hashas. The old Noveminsker Rebbe recited Tehilliwm .eb Yaakov started Lhe
new cyale of Shas. Reb Moshe (who was B0 year<s old) talked with such o
vibrant spiril. as if someone younger wa< speaking. He spoke about how every
piece of Torah came from Hashem on Har Sinia 5

Then the Rluzever Rebbe spoke. His words are now famous. "I wanted to
say the Rrocha of Shehechiyanu when I =saw this great sight. T remember the
first Kneesia when the Lubliner Rav, Rav Meir Shapiro, announced the idea
of Daf Hayomi; that every Jew <hould be united with the same ‘daf’ of

Gemora every day of the year. The excitement rang through the halle<. Mow 1
should have to make a Shehechiyanu on it's completion. Rut 1n my eyes I
hear the ¢ries of 6,000,000 Jews killed in World War T1T. 1 can’'l. say

Shehechiyanu. I can only thank Hashem for letting me be here Lo witpes<
this scene.”

He told us that khe people in the camps never complained againslL what
Ha=hem wa= doing to them. Their only concern was "Who will say Kaddi<h for
me?" s "Who will learn Mishnayos for me?" . The Rebbe continued 1o say, I
have with me a letter written by a Yid about to be killed. The Yid'c wife
had ju=t been shot. He begged me to take fifty dollars and use it to by a
Sefer Torah under his name. This is what the Yiddin were like. In the face
of death only to grab more ‘mitzvohs.’"

Then the Rebbe begged the principals and Rebbeim to <spend time
teaching the boys about the World War Two, lest we forget. Ns hr =said, "I
am afraid that even people who were Lhere are forgetting. [The tape of hi<
<peech can he purchased from Agudas Yisroel.]

Ry the next Siyum Hashas he <spoke, but wvery short. (The Rebbe was
already over 20 years old.) He was niftar a few months before Lthe past
Siyum. He didn’t always come to the convention, but he sent his greetings.
He couldn’'t come to the Knessiah Gedolah in 1980, but he <ent his greetings
which were read.

The Pebbe came to camp for two summers. He spoke, and we lined up for
Sherayim. At that time a Moetzis meeting was being held in Camp. After Lhe
Rebbe finished, he came to the meeting to give a brocho. Tt was hi= la<t

attendance to a Moetzis meeting. NAs he lefl Rabbi Sherer wished him, "To be
able to greet Mocshiach”. Indeed that wish might have been what kept him
alive. lle dearly wanted to see Moshiach.

N= GCodol after Godol passed away, he the oldest, remained with us. In
early Mar Cheshvan, this past year, he was taken away from us, shortly
before his 100th birthday. In a hesped on Rav Ruderman, the Noveminsker
Rethe said  “The Rambam says that the Tzoroh of Tzom Gedaliah was thal. the
last 1ink of Llhe Bais Hamikdash was extinguicshed, by tLthe killing of
Gedaliah. With Rav Ruderman's petirah we 1lose a 1link to the Gedolim of
Lita™.

In a way we can say the same with the Rebbe’s passing, we lose a link
to pre-war Poland. A link to the greats of Chassidus. A link to the Knessia
in Veinna. A link to all these Gedolim who were just niftar before him. NAnd
ves, a 1ink to the Tzoros that the Goyim put us through during the war.

Rabbi Yocef Frankel at the last convention said, "He didn't have any
part in Machlokos. He was only for Sholom. Everyone loved him and he loved
everyone".

Let’s learn at 1least from this one attribute, not to live with
Machlokos. To bury the hatchat to our feuds and try to come clo<er 1o
Nhavas Yisroel Rishleimus. Yihi Zichron Roruch.
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